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MINUTES OF THE LAMBETH LINk STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2010
AT
LAMBETH ACCORD, 336 BRIXTON ROAD, LONDON SW9 7AA
Present

Michael English (ME), Claudette Jaggon (CJ), David Strong (DS), Les Elliot (LE), Mohammed Khan Lodhi (MKL), Smarajit Roy (SR), Patricia Bell (PB), William Hussey (WH), Susan Tirbutt (ST), Sohret Pirefendi (SP), Nicola Kingston (NK), Norma Williamson (NW), Angela Lorraine Miller (ALM), Ching Wah Wong (CWW) , Hawah K Kallon (HKK), Joseph Mullen (JM), Aisling Duffy (AD), Ebenezer Akinsanmi (AK), Ellen Lebethe (EL), Linda Small (LS), Mollie Gilman ( MG), James Odularu (JO) , Anton Manickham (AM)
In Attendance
Sally Brearley (independent presiding officer) (SB), Jeanette Threadgold (JT), Julia Shelley (JS), Kwasi Kamasa (KK), Wai Ha Lam (WHL), Brenda Collins, Gabriel Ivarra
Absent
Sam Gallop (SG)
Apologies
Mike Loosley (ML), Ignatius Perez (IP)

The meeting started at 5.30pm 
	ITEMS
	                                               NOTES

	1.
	Welcome

	
	KK welcomed everyone and briefly stated the purpose of the meeting i.e. to elect the three officers of the Steering Committee.  He informed members that ballot papers for the voting of co-chairs and nomination papers for the three positions had been sent to all members of the Steering committee and all the envelopes received by the agreed closing date had been unopened.  That they were sealed in an envelope in the presence of the Officer Manager of Age Concern Lambeth.

Sally Brearley, an independent consultant was invited to act as a presiding officer for the election.  
Sally greeted everyone and explained that her role was to follow the rules and procedure that had been laid down and expected the meeting would reach a satisfactory result.

EA raised an objection to an independent person being invited to preside over the election. He was informed that the arrangement had been agreed to at the previous meeting 
Some members raised an objection to an independent person making decision on rules and procedure to which KK clarified that the rules were discussed and agreed with the interim chair ME.



	2.
	Co-chairing

	
	Sally opened the sealed envelope and confirmed that 22 envelopes containing ballot papers for both the ballot on co-chairs and nominations for the Chair and Vice chair positions were inside. 
Sally confirmed that there were 19 ballot papers received for the co-chair ballot.
Ballot result for co-chair

No spoiled ballot papers
No abstentions
Agreed       14

Disagreed    5

Hence the motion to allow co-chair for the chair’s position was carried.



	3 
	Officers’ election

	
	Chair’s election

Nominations: Two candidates: 1. Michael English  2.Nicola Kingston /Aisling Duffy (as co-chairs)

Ballot result for the position of Chair

Total eligible to vote: 20

Michael English        10

Nicola and Aisling     10

Nicola and Aisling offered to stand down and become Vice Chairs. However the meeting decided they wished to proceed according to the procedure. The LINk election rules state that in the case of an equal number of votes being cast for two candidates that the meeting will then draw lots to decide who will be chair. This procedure was followed and Nicola/ Aisling were duly elected as co-chairs. 
The meeting noted that James Odularu joined the meeting at that point, hence those eligible to vote had risen to  21

Vice-chair (organisation) election

Nominations: DASL, Southside Partnership, and Basaira Elderly Centre. 

Following Aisling’s election to the chair’s position, Southside partnership could not stand for election.  DASL declined nomination, making Basaira Elderly Centre the only candidate for election.

Ballot result for vice chair (organisation)
Total eligible to vote: 21

18 voted For

3 blank votes

Basaira Elderly Centre representative Mohammed Khan Lodhi was duly elected as vice-chair (organisation)

The meeting noted that Anton Manickham had joined the meeting at that point, hence those eligible to vote increased to 22.

Election for vice chair (individual)

 3 nominations: Nicola Kingston, Mohammed Khan Lodhi and Michael English.

Following the successful election to the chair and vice-chair positions, both Nicola and Mohammed were not eligible to stand for election in that category.

Michael declined the nomination so no election took place under that category.  The meeting agreed for the matter to be deferred to a subsequent steering committee meeting.

Election concluded, Sally handed the meeting back to the new chairs.

AD and NK thanked ME for his support to LINk and acting as interim chair over the last month.  They noted there were tough times ahead with major changes on the way and funding cuts.  They would consult with Michael and bring to the July committee meeting a proposed work plan and way forward.

Members expressed concerns over major changes that would need quick responses.

	4 
	Date of next SC Meeting

	
	5.30pm on 21st July 2010

The meeting closed at 7.20pm
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