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MINUTES OF THE LAMBETH LINk STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2010
AT
LAMBETH ACCORD, 336 BRIXTON ROAD, LONDON SW9 7AA
Present

Chair: Michael English (ME), Anton Manickham (AM), Ching Wah Wong (CWW), Claudette Jaggon (CJ), David Strong (DS), Hawah K Kallon (HKK), Ellen Lebethe (EL), Joseph Mullen (JM), Les Elliot (LE), Linda Small (LS), Mohammed Khan Lodhi (MKL)
Nicola Kingston (NK), Norma Williamson (NW), Patricia Bell (PB), William Hussey (WH)
In Attendance
Jeanette Threadgold (JT), Julia Shelley (JS), Kwasi Kamasa (KK), Wai Ha Lam (WHL) 
Absent
Geoff Worley (GW), James Odularu (JO), Victor Barnes (VB)
Apologies
Aisling Duffy (AD), Dr Smarajit Roy (SR), Ebenezer Akinsanmi (EA); Nat Perez (NP), Mike Loosley (ML), Mollie Gillman (MG), Sohret Pirefendi (SP), Susan Tirbutt (ST), Sam Gallop (SG)
The meeting started at 5.30pm 
	ITEMS
	                                               NOTES
	                ACTION

	1.
	Welcome, Apologies and Introduction
	

	
	ME: Pointed out that an Action Log was not attached as stated in Item 3 of the Agenda.

	

	2.
	Minutes of meeting held on April 21, 2010
	

	
	Item 3 “Discussion with Lambeth NEDs”. LE said he had feedback on Para 8 re Sarah Thompson and commissioning health services. ME: The feedback is not a correction of the minutes and KK/LE need to discuss the issue outside the meeting 
ME: Item 4, para 8 of the minutes should state “ME was nominated for the chair’s position by JM” and not AM.
The minutes were agreed as a correct record with those amendments.

	KK/LE

	3.
	Matters arising from previous minutes and not on agenda
	

	
	None.


	

	4.
	Concerns and dissatisfaction about Steering Committee Officers’ Elections
	

	
	The Chair suggested to the SC that they followed the “Breaches of Procedures, Complaints and Dispute Resolution” set out in the LINk governance protocol. The relevant section read: “Breaches of Procedures by a member of the Steering Committee will initially be referred to a five-member sub-committee of the Steering Committee”
The Chair therefore proposed that a sub-committee be set up to review the set of election complaints. That the sub-committee should report back to the June SC meeting.
A number of members expressed their dissatisfaction with the proposal and felt that the issues were to be discussed at the meeting. There was general agreement that the elections at the last meeting had not been carried out in line with the agreed procedures. There was also discussion on the issue of whether two members could stand jointly as Co-chairs and whether that required a change to the governance document.
After some further discussion ME proposed that the complaints were discussed at the meeting. The meeting voted on the proposal with 10 in favour of discussion and 2 against.

LS said she had nothing to add to her written complaint.

It was acknowledged that as SR was abroad he was unable to respond to the issues raised about his role as presiding officer. 

After further contributions and discussion DS proposed the following motion:

1)    In view of the fact that the election rules were not correctly implemented for the election of officers at the April Steering Committee meeting that those elections be declared null and void
2)    Fresh nominations should be invited for the officer posts for election at the June Steering Committee. Those nominations to be received by a deadline (to be advised by the Host Organisation) sufficiently early for the nominations received to then be circulated to the Steering Committee prior to the June meeting.
3)    Elections to the officer posts then to be conducted at the June meeting under the current election rules which should be fully and correctly implemented
4)    Following the elections the Steering Committee to appoint a working group of its members to consider and make recommendations on any changes which may be needed to the governance procedures related to officer elections and to the election rules, any revised procedures and rules to be in place in time for the elections in 2011
5)      The officers elected at the April Steering Committee should continue in their positions on an interim basis until the new elections at the June meeting are completed
After a number of members made further contributions the meeting moved to a vote on the motion: 

For 9,  Against 4, Abstentions 1

After the motion was passed there was a further discussion on the implementation and in particular in relation to the issue of whether two individuals could stand jointly for one post. 

A second motion was proposed by WH :
That :
1)      Nominations be invited from all Steering Committee members for the positions of officers including those from any members who wished to carry out the duties of Chair on a Co-Chair basis

2)      Because neither  the Procedures for Governance and Decision-making nor the Election Rules were silent on the question of whether members could stand for election as Co-Chairs that a postal ballot be carried out of all members of the Steering Committee on the principle before the June meeting. The decision of the Steering Committee on the matter to be announced at the June meeting before the elections are conducted and this decision to determine whether any nominations of Co-Chairs can be included in the election.

The meeting voted on this motion:
For 11, Against 3, Abstentions 0

The host organisation was asked to carry out the actions covered by the two motions.
 
	

	
	
	

	5 
	Date of next SC Meeting
	

	
	It was agreed that because there was not enough time to discuss all Agenda Items at the meeting, an extra SC meeting would be arranged for Wednesday, June 2, 5.30pm – 7.30pm at Lambeth ACCORD. Host to send meeting notification and agenda to all SC members.
The meeting closed at 7.40pm

	KK
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